
 
 

Generosity benefits faith formation 
 

 
 

Altar servers at Sacred Heart in Waco. 
 
Thanks to Encountering Christ, many parishes are bolstering their religious education programs 
and facilities, ensuring more encounters with Christ throughout the diocese. 
 
A steadily increasing number of children enrolling in faith formation led Ascension Parish in 
Bastrop to direct a significant portion of its share of campaign funds to create more classroom 
space and strengthen programs for all ages.  
 
“We have never in the past, and will never in the future, turn away students,” said Deborah 
Esquivel, director of religious education. “However, some of our classes are around 20 students. 
Some classrooms are smaller than others. In order to reach all of our young people, we have 
instruction on three afternoons and evenings.” 
 
Ascension parishioners exceeded their campaign goal by $100,000, and the parish will be able 
to add two to three classrooms by moving business offices to a newly renovated rectory as 
pledges are fulfilled. Funds will also be used to establish and strengthen catechist training, adult 
faith formation, evangelization, community assistance and outreach, youth socials and family 
oriented fellowship.  
 



Welcoming new members and faith formation were top priorities of Ascension’s pastoral plan, 
said Priscilla Ruiz, youth minister. “As we continue to grow, our goal has been to meet each 
family where they are with respect to evangelization and catechesis,” she said. “We believe 
approximately 2,000 parish members are served via adult and youth spiritual renewal retreats, 
couple’s programs, summer family programs, religious education and youth programs, utilizing 
every square foot of space we have.” 
 
The parish is now looking to increase its community outreach, she said. “We are strengthening 
and utilizing our retreat opportunities to invite non-Catholic and Catholic families with hope 
they will encounter Jesus and establish a personal relationship with Him.” 
 
Sacred Heart Parish in Waco will also use campaign funds to upgrade its religious education 
building to meet increased demand. Classrooms will be modernized with new tables and chairs 
and the latest technology to the benefit of religious education teachers and students. 
 
“The campaign will allow the community to see their generosity is well invested for the present 
generation and those who will come after,” said Missionaries of Faith Father Carlo Benjamin 
Magnaye, pastor. 
 


